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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

In the 1970s and 1980s the respected investment firm E.F. Hutton & Company was known for its com-
mercials based on the phrase, “When E.F. Hutton talks, people listen.” In many ways that saying became a 
household term. As I remember it, the typical ad pictured two people talking about their investments. The 
setting was some place where people are gathered. One person talks about advice offered by his broker. Af-
ter he is finished, he asks his partner what his broker says. The reply is, “My broker is E.F. Hutton and E.F. 
Hutton says…” At that moment the room goes silent and everyone is eavesdropping on that conversation. 
The words are so powerful that they make a whole room stop and listen. Thinking about that ad, I recognize 
that the major intent of the message is to make me change if I am not dealing with E.F. Hutton and to be 
assured if I am with that company. The ad calls into question my investments. It asks me if I am getting all 
that I can from my investments. If I am not getting all that I can, a change would be very beneficial. 

In many ways, God acts in the same manner as the E.F. Hutton ad. God comes to us and raises the ques-
tion about our investments in life. Where have we placed our investments and are we getting the return on 
our investments that we deserve?  God raises the question, “Is there a better place for us to invest so that 
we can get a better return on what life has to offer?” The question is real. The challenge to change comes 
when we stop and look and examine who we are and how we live our lives. The challenge from God comes 
to us in a different manner than from the investment firm. There is no catchy ad. There are no catchy words 
with which we immediately identify. Rather, God comes to us through people. God’s people raise the question 
with us. Pastors, Sunday school teachers, parents and friends are the ones who challenge us to examine our 
investments in life. They come to us with words that are sometimes loving and sometimes not so loving but 
nevertheless they are words that stop us and make us think. When God challenges us, it is not always what 
we want to hear. More often than not we may wish the issue was never raised and that God would just stay 
in His heaven. We feel comfortable that life has given us what we want. But those surface feelings are often 
challenged by feelings underneath that say we want to be fulfilled. The challenge stirs us up inside and 
makes us think. Like the E. F. Hutton ad, when God speaks, we are to stop, look, examine, and change. 

Jesus’ parable of the talents in the 25th chapter of Matthew’s Gospel is about making investments in life. 
Jesus strongly urged that we invest wisely in God’s gifts. In the parable, the servants who work to increase 
the money entrusted to them receive reward, while the poor servant who buries his money for fear of losing 
it is admonished. Life is an investment we make. It has been said that “Your potential is God’s gift to you. 
What you do with your potential is your gift to God.” We are blessed to invest. 

Here at Williamsburg UMC we decided it was time to stop, look, examine and change. After months of 
prayerful discernment and listening our Church Council recently adopted a new vision statement: The vision 
of Williamsburg United Methodist Church is to be a thriving community of believers focused on openly inviting 
children, young adults, families, and the non-affiliated 
into a loving relationship with Jesus Christ and His 
Church while continuing to nurture and support one 
another. A Strategic Planning Task Force will begin 
soon to focus on how our vision will become reality in 
the life of our church. Life is an investment we make 
and the greatest investment we can make as a church 
is the faith we give to the children and youth of our 
community, so that they may invest wisely in Christ’s 
way of living in the world.  On Sunday, November 16, 
we will ask you to make an investment in God’s future 
here at Williamsburg UMC by making a financial 
pledge to our ministry and mission for 2015. Please 
pray that what the church asks of you is also what 
God is asking of you. That’s food for thought! 
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Thoughts from Kay 
 

By Associate Pastor Kay Barré 
 

A recent story on NPR talked about a 114 year old Minnesota woman named An-
na Stoehr who had to lie to get on Facebook.  She’s apparently too old for the pull-
down menu that asks your age when you register; it only lists years back to 1905.  
She fudged a little, and put her age as 99 when she started the account.  She now has 
a growing friends list, and can check her Facebook account on her new iPad. 

Just think about it.  When Stoehr was born, Carrie Nation was just beginning to 
smash barrels with her hatchet, Theodore Roosevelt had recently been nominated as 
Vice-President, and the Wright brothers had yet to take their historic flight.  She has 
lived through the adoption of technologies from the ice box to the microwave, from be-
fore radio to the internet and beyond.  Everyday life has changed so much in the past 
century, even in recent decades, that the list of changes seems almost infinite.   

And yet some things stay the same.  Children still trick-or-treat, we still gather with 
our family to eat turkey and celebrate Thanksgiving, and parents continue to try to get 
their excited offspring to bed at a reasonable hour on Christmas Eve.  This is a time of 
year when we return to our roots.  Many of us pull out boxes of old decorations that are 
special not because of what they are, but because of where they are from, when they 
were made, and who it was that first hung them long ago.  The simple pleasures of a 
warm mug and a log on the fire are savored.   

There may be some who scoff at this sentimental domestic picture.  Perhaps as a 
culture we have developed a sense of entitlement that leaves us unimpressed by every-
day blessings.  Maybe we are so used to being concerned about our wants, that we 
have left the concept of thankfulness for our basic needs far behind.  It could be that as 
life grows ever faster, ever filled with more stuff, more busyness, more stress, there is a 
growing irony intended in holiday nostalgia. 

It is a time to give thanks for the simple joys of the past year.  For all the little mo-
ments that we didn’t notice as they were passing, but are so treasured in retrospect.  It 
is a time to remember, sometimes with sadness, but always with the hope that God will 
bless us in new ways in the coming year.  God is with us from our first toddling steps 
even to our first use of an iPad at age 114.  So in the midst of all your preparations, 

take a breath, look around, and just for a second try to see the world with God’s 
eyes.  The good, the bad, but especially the specialness of this moment.  It will 

never return, except in memory.  And isn’t that the most precious gift in the 
end? 

Blessings! 
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A Message from the Minister of Congregational Care,  
Helen Casey-Rutland  

 

She was in her twenties. She wore a classic summer dress and nice sandals. Her hair was neatly styled. 
She stood reverently at the graveside of her grandmother during the committal service. I remember her be-
cause of the colorful tattoos running down her left arm and leg. At the time, she was the most inked family 
member I had encountered in my years of conducting funerals.  

Her uncle stood to speak kind words in remembrance of his mother. Through his tears, he recalled the 
good meals she fixed, the strength and wisdom she provided, the love she showed all the extended family – 
love evident by the large family group gathered to say goodbye and to commend her to God. He stood wear-
ing his daily uniform -- a blue open-collar shirt, jeans, and sturdy well-worn work boots. 

Neither of these two attended church, although the scripture, prayers, and words from me as the minister 
clearly mattered to them. Few in the gathered family had church homes, but they joined in the Lord’s Prayer 
which I had printed in the bulletin. 

That was my first graveside service at a previous appointment. It reminded me of how often people con-
nect with the church in a time of crisis. We know that folks show up at the high points in life – at weddings 
and baptisms, at Christmas and Easter. But people also find their way to church at some of their lowest 
points. People walk through the doors when their lives are in crisis or their families a mess, when they’ve hit 
bottom or faced a terrifying diagnosis, when their relationships are strained or their loved ones are in trouble. 
They come, because they have a vague sense that the church might help, that the church is supposed to 
care, that the church could perhaps connect them to something more, and that, maybe, the church can help 
them heal and start again.  

It used to be that most folks grew up with some kind of religious training, some kind of religious commu-
nity and background. It used to be that most folks knew words like “narthex” and “postlude” and “fellowship 
hall”. It used to be that most folks dressed up for things – for church, for restaurant dinners, for airplane 
travel, even for trips to the store. 

In so many ways, things aren’t the way they used to be. Nowadays, the folks who need the church the 
most are often less like the “most folks” of yesteryear and more like the young tattooed woman I met stand-
ing at her grandmother’s graveside and her uncle who didn’t know his Bible but remembered something 
about a shepherd and a valley and the “shadow of death” and wanted to know if I could find that for the ser-
vice. 

In my work, I visit a lot of folks who don’t get around as easily as they once did. I sometimes meet mem-
bers of their families, some of whom experience church only at weddings and funerals, even though they of-
ten have questions about God, religion, and the bible, and even though they often say they feel somewhat 
“spiritual”. The church – every church – needs to find ways to invite folks, even folks who don’t “fit”, to expe-
rience the good news of God’s love. Every church needs to find ways to connect people to God and to new 
life in the family of God. Every church needs to find ways to welcome people not only when their lives are 
going well, but when life is rough and they are hurting or confused or distressed. 

We are all sometimes hurting and confused and distressed. The good news is that God still embraces us, 
and even when our lives are ragged, God can use us to bear witness to God’s all-embracing love. 
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Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline for 
submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly print-

ed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spelling and 
content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  

Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

Respite Board Extends Thanks  

to Luncheon Guests and Donors 
Thanks to all who attended the 5th annual benefit 

luncheon to support Respite Care of Williamsburg 
United Methodist Church!  Proceeds from the event 
have exceeded $ 2,800.  Carrabba’s Italian Grill ca-
tered the event, serving their delicious chicken marsa-
la hot off the grill.  Trader Joe’s donated 28 festive 
pumpkins for table decorations.   Respite members 
created 250 colorful leaves for the tables in the weeks 
prior to the event. 

Special thanks to Sharon Sams and Pat Healy, 
Chairs of the event, for their leadership and coordina-
tion.  Trish Kline’s beautiful music on the piano made 
for a delightful fall afternoon. 

Your contribution to Respite Care supports caregiv-
ers and their loved ones by maintaining quality of life 
through activities and time for replenishment. 

For more information, contact Carolyn Yowell (229-1771 ext 354). 

Respite Board Members pictured standing left to right:  Carolyn Yowell, Phyllis 
Lee, Marijane Harper, Mary Brett Wright, Ed Golden, Pat Healy, Pat Keiser.  
Seated left to right:  Peggy Soulen, Sharon Sams. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

6 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
November 2014 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, November 3 at 9:30 a.m. in Church Den.  The program will 
be members sharing their traditions for Thanksgiving. 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, November 4 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 309.  We will wel-
come Andy Glascott, Youth Director, as our guest speaker.  Following the meeting, mem-
bers will have lunch at a local restaurant. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, November 4 at 1:30 p.m. at the Chambrel Activities Room.  
The program will be, “What Happened to the Third Verse?” 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, November 5 at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Joanne Sutlive.  Members 
will share photographs of wedding, graduation, prom, and other significant occasions. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, November 10 at 10:30 a.m. in Church Den.  
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, November 11 at 1:00 p.m., in Church Den.  The program speakers will be 
Mary Jo and Dick Bennett who will be sharing information about their work in Honduras. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, November 11 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  Our program will be presented 
by Kay H. Colton on The Society of Saint Andrew (UMCOR) and hunger in the United States. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, November 18 at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Main 
Building in Auditorium (on the kitchen side).   
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

WUMW Installation Brunch – Sunday, November 9 at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

UMW District Training – Saturday, November 15 at 9:30 a.m. at Salem United Methodist 
Church in Gloucester, VA 

 

Local WUMW Board Meeting – Monday, November 24 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 
 

World Thank Offering Due – Friday, November 28 

UMW Book Club  
The UMW Book Club will be reading Asylum Denied, by David Nagaruri Kenney & Philip G. Schrag 

(Nurturing for Community category) for November and How Coffee Saved My Life and Other Stories of 
Stumbling to Grace by Ellie Roscher (Education for Mission category) for December.  

The next meeting of the Book Club will be Monday, November 10 at 7:00 p.m., at the home of Carol Brin-
kley, 207 Old Cart Road, Powhatan Secondary subdivision. 

Please contact Carol Brinkley (258-0617) for more information. 
 

Happy Reading! 
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2014 UMW  
Installation Brunch 

The 2014 UMW Installation Brunch will be held 
on November 9 at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  Gidi Gourmet Catering will once again be 
providing a delicious brunch. 

On November2, the UMW will be selling tickets 
for the event at  the Crossroads Table in the Atrium 
following both services.  Cost:  $16 per person.  
Guests and spouses are cordially invited to join us 
for this special celebration.   

Questions?  Contact Sharon Moss (903-2589). 

 

Menu 

Silver Saints  
Luncheon Group 

 

The next meeting of the Silver Saints is Wednes-
day, November 12 at noon in Fellowship Hall.  Our 
guest speaker will be Milt Hines, the Chaplain at 
Sentara Williamsburg Hospital.   

The Silver Saints group is open to anyone over 
the age of 50.  We provide chicken for lunch ($2.00 
donation) and ask you to bring a side dish or des-
sert.  We also collect food items for FISH, so please 
do not forget your non-perishable food donation.  

At our November meeting, our speaker was 
Lynn Ellis who spoke about her husband, the late 
Mark Ellis, MD.  With Lynn donating the proceeds of 
her book, “The Humanity of Medicine,” the Silver 
Saints responded by raising $174.00 to be given to 
the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in honor of Dr. Ellis.  
That fund provides financial assistance to persons in 
the community who are experiencing financial hard-
ships.   

For information about the Silver Saints, contact 
Art and Loretta Hezeen (565-2518). 

The United Methodist Men will 
hold the next breakfast meeting on 
Saturday, November 1 at 8:00 
a.m.  in Fellowship Hall. 

Assorted Quiche Slices 

Broiled Stuffed Tomatoes 
with Mozzarella &  

Spinach 

Hot Ham Biscuits 

Baked French Toast 

Caesar Salad 

Fresh Fruit Salad 

Potato Salad 

Multi Pasta Salad 

Assorted Pastries/
Brownies 

Iced Tea 

Lemonade 

Hot Coffee 

Hot Tea 

Cold Cappuccino 

Water 

The United Methodist Mens’ Holiday Breakfast will 
be held on Saturday, December 13 
at 8:00 a.m.  Spouses and signifi-
cant others are invited to join us 
for this special breakfast.   

Please contact Charley Skillman (258-4930) for reservations. 
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The Road Less Travelled… 
 

In early October, a youth group found themselves in the woods, at 
a junction in the path, wondering which road to travel…. Some were 
carrying eggs, others had lost their precious cargo along the journey 
and risked a forfeit. Decisions, risks, all part of the journey.  

“Journey” was the theme of last month’s Soul Space youth retreat, 
a weekend focused on winding down, being community together, 
shared experience, resting in the beauty and presence of God.  

Over the course of the weekend we looked at one of the great 
journeys in the Bible, the Exodus, created life maps, made pizza from 
scratch, roasted the obligatory s’mores at the campfire and followed a 
trail through the woods at Williamsburg Christian Retreat Center as 
well as throwing footballs, Frisbees and other things around. Oh, and 
carrying an egg at all times.  

We live in a very busy world and opportunities to zone out so to 
speak and let the still small voice whisper to us aren’t always some-
thing we strive for. To be able to do that last month with 8 of our 
teenagers was a real joy, a blessing, as we shared stories, made food together. God spoke, nudged, whis-
pered, encouraged us all and we came back refreshed.  

And if you want to know about the eggs and forfeits, you’ll need to track down one of the participants:  
Kieran, Stuart, Alex, Liam, Cameron, Lauren, Ellyssa or Eira. They have tales to tell! 

Sea Scouts 
In early December we are holding our annual training weekend at the U.S. Coast Guard 

Training Center in Yorktown. During this weekend we will complete our annual swimming 
test, conduct leadership training for our youth leaders, and plan our sailing and advance-
ment program for 2015. 

Sea Scouting is a part of the Boy Scouts of America for boys and girls between the ag-
es of 13 and 21. The mission of Sea Scouts is to prepare young people to make ethical 
decisions throughout their lifetimes in accordance with the Scout Oath and Law. Sea 

Scouting delivers this message through a safe and fun maritime program that is rich in the traditions of the 
sea. 

The emphasis of our Sea Scout Ship is the art of sailing. This includes hands-on instruction in piloting, 
coastal navigation, cruising, racing, meteorology, hydrography, radio communications and other topics relat-
ed to on-water activities. 

If you, or someone you know, is interested in joining the adventure of Sea Scouts, please contact Rick 
Hillyer (richard.hillyer@cox.net). 

Pack News 
Cub Pack 103 has been selling popcorn in the church atrium as a fundraiser to 

help pay for Pack activities. To all of you who have purchased popcorn or made a 
contribution, thank you for your support. 

mailto:richard.hillyer@cox.net
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Youth News 

The Creator’s Kids 
This art group – open to people of all ages – will meet on Wednesday, Novem-

ber 19 from 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in Room 303.  The November project is stained 
glass art.  We will also continue to work on our handprint cross and scripture jour-
naling.  New participants are always welcome!   

Contact Michelle Johnson (johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com) for information. 

Youth Mission 2015 

Barely has the dust settled and the sleep been 
caught up on from JP 2014 and we’re already plan-
ning next year’s youth mission trips. Yes, we look 
tired in the pic but it was a great week, and I’m al-
ready looking forward to next summer, and I’m de-
lighted to share the dates for next year when we 
will be running both a JP trip and a High School trip.  

 

Middle School – Jeremiah Project 

Definitely more advanced of the two, we have 
booked a total of 20 places – 16 youth and 4 adults 
for next summer. We can guarantee places for the 
first 16 middle schoolers to book in, after that we 
may not be able to get you a place. The dates for 
next summer are July 26th to August 1st. To guaran-
tee your place, grab a booking form from Andy 
Glascott, complete it and return it with a deposit of 
$50 to Andy as soon as possible.  

 

High School – Work Camp 

Enticing name isn’t it? And while we do shorten 
Jeremiah Project to JP we won’t be doing the same 
with Work Camp…  The principal is the same, a 
week of service and worship, but the scale is differ-
ent with up to 400 participants at each week and at 
venues across the US through the summer. We’re 
planning on going to Millersville, MD from July 5th to 
11th and the trip is open to anyone aged 14 and up. 
Again, to book a place grab a form from Andy and 
get it back to him as soon as possible.  

Adults – you can come too! 

None of these trips happen by themselves, all 
need adults to get involved and be part of the time 
that serves and grows. It’s just as rewarding a time 
for you as it is for our teenagers. If you are interest-
ed in joining either team, please let me know. We 
currently have a particular need for adult female 
team members. Adult leaders need to be 25 for JP 
and 21 for WC. Dang, I said I wouldn’t do it! 

 

Want to know more? 

Talk to Andy, Bill Herman, Jennifer Anderson or 
any of the teenagers who went this year to JP – 
Kieran Barré, Cameron Kersh, Jackson Anderson, 
Alex Tuckey, Liam Joyner, Kayla Nordeman, Carrie 
Van Leliveld. Alternatively, visit: 

Jeremiah Project 
http://www.jeremiahproject.org/ 

 

Work Camp, run by Group Foundation 

http://groupmissiontrips.com/workcamps 

mailto:johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com
http://www.jeremiahproject.org/
http://groupmissiontrips.com/workcamps
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Thanksgiving Sunday, 
November 23 

As we begin to think of Thanksgiving, we may 
wonder how we can have a day not simply focused 
on the meal we will share with family and friends. 
Taking time to prepare together for the holiday and 
plan for a meaningful celebration around the table 
helps express our faith.  

Join us for our annual Thanksgiving worship cel-
ebration on Sunday, November 23 at the 8:15 a.m. 
or 11:00 a.m. worship services. The altar will be 
adorned with a cornucopia of God’s good gifts 
of creation. The music and 
scriptures and sermon by 
Rev. Jones will help us to 
prepare our hearts and 
minds for a meaningful 
Thanksgiving in 2014. 

We Just had to Share 
the Fun . . . 

”The Sunday Singers!” 
 

 Starting Sunday, November 2, all children in 
grades K-5 are invited to come and sing songs of 
faith in a relaxed, fun environment!  Immediately 
after Sunday School at 10:30 a.m., come gather in 
room 306 for 20 minutes and "sing to the Lord a 
new song." You'll be humming and singing songs all 
week long!  No need to sign up or register--just 
come.  All are welcome.  Contact Terri Osborne, 
tosborne@williamsburgumc.org, for infor-
mation.   

Veteran’s Day  

Concert 
 

Tuesday, November 11 at 7:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall  

Abukloi will present a Veteran’s Day concert fea-
turing the Tidewater Concert Band.  If you remem-
ber the USO shows of WWII or just like big band 
music, come hear this forty piece orchestra play the 
music of that era.  The concert will honor our Veter-
ans and a free will offering will be received to help 
with the building of a High 
School in South Sudan.  
Tell your neighbors and 
join us for a great even-
ing of music and sharing. 

Handel’s Messiah preparation and planning have 
been underway since summer with professional or-
chestra and soloists, as well as community choris-
ters.   

Mark your calendars for the two performance 
dates of Friday, December 5 at 7:00 p.m. and Sat-
urday, December 6 at 5:00 p.m.  Many folks, in and 
out of the music department, have expressed how 
important Messiah is in their Christmas prepara-
tions.  This long standing tradition of Williamsburg 
United Methodist Church continues, now in its 16th 
season, as a gift from our church to the community!  
So many appreciate the way Messiah “rings” in the 
Christmas season!  Please invite friends, family and 
out of town guests to come be a part of this mag-
nificent music!   

For questions or further 
information, please call 

Lou-Anne Smith, Interim 
Director of Music, (229-

1771 x107).  

mailto:tosborne@williamsburgumc.org
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

May the grace and peace from our risen Lord be with you. 

On October 6, the Supreme Court of the United States turned away appeals from five states 
seeking to prohibit same-sex marriages. Virginia was one of these states. As a result, same-sex 
marriages are now legal in the Commonwealth of Virginia. The issue of same-sex marriage has 
been and will continue to be a matter of discussion within The United Methodist Church. 

We, The United Methodist Church, welcome every person regardless of sexual orientation, but 
we do not condone the practice of homosexuality. All clergy are not allowed to celebrate homosex-
ual unions or to perform same-sex wedding ceremonies. Although the situation in Virginia has been 
changed by the court decision, The United Methodist Church has not changed its position on this 
issue. 

When I was elected and consecrated a bishop, I took an oath to uphold The Book of Discipline 
of our church, and this I will do with regard to this issue as with other issues. I am aware that this 
statement will bring pain and hurt to those who want a change in the language in the Book of Dis-
cipline. I also understand the challenges we will face in providing pastoral care to every person. 

Because of the seriousness of this issue, I proposed that Common Table organize a confer-
ence-wide conversation on human sexuality; this will be held on November 22. I invite you to join 
me in praying that this gathering will be a time of listening, sharing and growing together in Christ. 
This is the time to pray and humbly seek the guidance of our Good Shepherd. We need to open 
ourselves and listen to the owner of The United Methodist Church, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let us pray for each other, although we may have different opinions. I am deeply grateful to all 
clergy and laity who are wrestling with this challenging situation, and all our churches will continue 
to be in my prayers. I would like to share Bobby Richardson’s prayer one more time:  “Dear God, 
your will. Nothing more, nothing less and nothing else. Amen.” 
 

In our Lord, 

Young Jin Cho 
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Sexuality and  

the United Methodist Church 
 

Our bishop, Bishop Young Jin Cho, has directed Virginia United Methodists to be in conversa-
tion about the church’s understanding of homosexuality as we prepare for our Annual Conference 
next June. His call for conversation stems from a decades-long, often painful debate within the 
church over how welcoming the church is or should be toward homosexuals, how the church deals 
with homosexual persons who seek to become clergy, and what the church’s position is or should 
be toward marriage between persons of the same sex. Here at WUMC, we will hold a 5-week se-
ries of discussions on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. during the season of Lent, beginning February 
22. We will look at the scriptures most often cited in discussing homosexuality, learn the back-
ground of the current official positions of the UMC, see how modern science and research might 
inform our discussion, listen to a variety of experiences and perspectives from the larger church, 
and expand our conversation to consider the church’s response to not only homosexual persons 
but also persons of other sexual minorities, including transgendered individuals. We hope this will 
be an opportunity for all of us to learn, to listen, and to pray together as we continue to seek to be 
faithful followers of Jesus. 

What can you do? 

 Keep WUMC and all United Methodist congregations in prayer, as we seek to be in minis-

try wherever we are and as we prepare to deal officially with this issue again at the 2016 
General Conference.  

 Learn and Listen: Go to www.umc.org/homosexuality to learn more about the Unit-

ed Methodist Church’s place in this discussion. Watch the November 1 webcast from the 
general church’s Human Sexuality Task Force (information available on the website). 

 Learn and Listen some more: Take part in the Virginia Conference Day of Holy Conversa-

tion November 22 (go to www.vaumc.org to sign up). 

 Plan to take part in the WUMC Lenten discussions. 

 Consider sharing your own personal stories related to these issues. We hope to compile 

stories from members of this congregation and to share them during our Lenten gather-
ings, anonymously if so requested. If you have a story to share (publically or confiden-
tially), contact Rev. Kay Barre or one of the other pastors. 

 Offer your wisdom and questions ahead of time, so we can better prepare each session 

during Lent. Share resources you think might be helpful. Contact Rev. Kay Barre if you 
have thoughts or ideas to contribute. 

Any discussion within the church about sexuality can be difficult. We hope, however, to provide 
a forum in which we can model love and respect for one another even if we do not all agree on 
every issue. May God’s grace inspire our conversation, our work, and all our lives. 

 

To further discuss “Sexuality and the United Methodist Church,” contact one of our pastors. 

http://www.umc.org/homosexuality
http://www.vaumc.org
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Day of Holy Conversation:  Sexuality and the UMC  

In response to Bishop Young Jin Cho's request that the Virginia Conference Common Table for 
Church Vitality facilitate conversation around the conference on the subject of human sexuality, the 
Common Table announced that it will hold "A Day of Holy Conversation on Sexuality and The United 
Methodist Church" on Saturday, November 22 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., at Woodlake UMC, 
15640 Hampton Park Drive, Chesterfield. The day of conversation will also be live-streamed to 12 ad-
ditional sites across the conference. All Virginia Conference clergy and laity are invited to participate 
at one of the sites. Deadline to register is noon on Monday, November 17. 

The closest live-streaming site to WUMC is St. Luke’s UMC, 300 Ella Taylor Rd, 
Yorktown. In addition, live-streaming of the event will be available through the Virginia Conference 
website. 

The Day of Holy Conversation will include a message from 
Bishop Cho, remarks by a convener, morning and afternoon 
presentations, and designated times for conversations among par-
ticipants (including those at live-streaming sites) that will be guid-
ed by the convener or a selected facilitator.  To sign up, go to 
www.vaumc.org. 

UMC Bishops’ Panel Discussion 
On Saturday, November 1, several UMC bishops will participate in a live-stream event discuss-

ing the church’s evolving perspectives on sexuality. The participating bishops all contributed to the 
book Finding Our Way: Love and Law in The United Methodist Church. You can find infor-
mation about the livestream event here:   

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/connectional-table-to-host-human-sexuality-live
-stream 

You can find more information about the church’s perspectives on homosexuality here:  

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/human-sexuality-homosexuality 

You can find many resources on the United Methodist Church, our history, our mission, our be-
liefs, and our work on the www.umc.org website. 

Daylight Saving 

Time Ends  

Sunday,  

November 2  

at 2:00 a.m. 

 A brief schedule of 

events for Advent 

 Global and Local  

Outreach  Advent  
Beneficiaries 

 Poinsettia sign-up form 

Don’t’ forget to check it out!! 

This month’s insert 
features: 

http://www.vaumc.org
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/connectional-table-to-host-human-sexuality-live-stream
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/connectional-table-to-host-human-sexuality-live-stream
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/human-sexuality-homosexuality
http://www.umc.org
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Serving Our Community on  
Thanksgiving Morning 

Here’s an excerpt from a hand-printed letter received at our 
church last year in early November.  “I received a note from Wil-

liamsburg Faith in Action that you all are delivering food on Thanks-
giving Day.  I could use a hot meal that day.  Add me to your delivery 
list.  I do not have phone service nor use the computer at all.  I live in 
the Bruton District of York County, Virginia near I-64 West Bound.  Just 

look for my boyhood 1-story white home and my white 1990 Chevrolet 
Lamina 4-door car.  Blow your horn when you arrive in my driveway.  I will 

be waiting inside my car . . .  Thank all of you all so very much for the hot meal and the delivery.  In God’s 
love and service always,” . . .  

This is why Williamsburg United Methodist Church prepares 400+ turkey dinners every Thanksgiving 
morning.  Our meals this year will go to clients of Faith in Action, the Williamsburg Department of Social Ser-
vices, the 3 local motels served by From His Hand, the PORT Homeless Shelter, and residents of the Greater 
Williamsburg Area that otherwise might not have a turkey dinner or a visitor on Thanksgiving Day.  Our 
Thanksgiving Day Ministry has become a tradition in the community, and it is our gift to our neighbors. 

To capitalize on the energy of all the adults and children who volunteer to come on Thanksgiving morn-
ing, we also work on other important hands-on projects.  Among them are:  

 

 Packaging hygiene kits for the Williamsburg Winter Homeless Shelter & Salvation Army 

 Assembling birthing kits for UMCOR distribution around the world 

 Creating inspirational placemats for use in the Kairos Prison Ministry  

 Decorating toy bags for pre-schoolers served by Erase the Need, and Christmas stockings for a small 

Methodist school on the Eastern Shore 

 Packaging cookie, bread and soup mixes to raise money for the Salvation Army 

 Coloring placemats to include with each Thanksgiving dinner 
 

Here’s how you can help: 
 

 Pick up an orange shopping list after the worship services on November 2, 9 & 16 and 

bring to church your canned sweet potatoes, green beans, cranberry sauce, and a check 
to cover other expenses by Sunday, November 23.  Your money contributions purchase 
turkey, stuffing, gravy, rolls, pies, fruit, and supplies for the morning’s hands-on pro-
jects.  

  

 Join us on Thanksgiving Morning!  We will need lots of willing hands with packaging and delivering 

meals and completing our hands-on projects.  To ensure that everyone who commits time to the 
morning has a meaningful experience, we ask that you register by Wednesday, November 19 
with Lianne in the Church Office (229-1771 or lkoch@williamsburgumc.org).  We will need 
your name, phone number, the number of volunteers coming to help, and the ages of any children 
you are bringing.  You will receive a return call giving you a specific task and time to “report for du-
ty.” 

 

Your Local Outreach Team 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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Spotlight on the Salvation Army 
 

Most of us recognize the Salvation Army kettles that pop-up during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holi-
day seasons.  We hear the bell-ringers calling us to contribute so that others may have groceries, shelter, 
clothing and toys for children.  Ringing bells is only one of many ways that our church members can help Sal-
vation Army.  If your family, class, or organization would like to serve as bell-ringers between November 14 – 
December 24, call Captain Roger Hasty (784-6253). 

WUMC’s congregation has a long history of supporting the Salvation Army through your Local Outreach 
Work Area.  We have provided funding, food collections, shoe collections, Christmas stockings and dressed 
teddy bears.  Each year we look for different ways in which we can support the work of the Salvation Army 
as their needs change.  For the holiday season this year WUMC will be supporting the Salvation Army of Wil-
liamsburg in these ways: 

 

 An annual contribution of $1,500 through Local Outreach. 

 Supporting the Women’s Auxiliary Teddy Bear Tea.  We have taken 24 bears to dress; they will be 

sold at the tea to raise money for the Salvation Army.  The tea is November 13, 2014, 3:00 p.m. – 
5:00 p.m. at the Bruton Parish House, 331 Duke of Gloucester Street.  You can obtain tickets, $20 for 
adults and $6 for children, from Sarah Avellar (565-2129 or sawa.va@hotmail.com).  Reserve by 
November 8. 

 Packing toiletry kits at our Thanksgiving Morning Ministry that will support Salvation Army transitional 

housing and homeless ministries. 

 Selling gift cookie, soup and bread mixes at the Alternative Giving Fair December 7 to support Salva-

tion Army ministries.  Packaging will occur at our Thanksgiving Morning Ministry.    
 

The Salvation Army will be 150 years old in 2015.  It was begun in London in 1865 when William Booth, a 
minister, gave up the comfort of his pulpit to take his message into the streets where it would reach the 
poor, the homeless, the hungry and the destitute.  Today the Salvation Army is an international organization 
that works in 126 countries or jurisdictions.  Salvation Army began in the United States in 1880 as an evan-
gelical part of the Universal Christian Church.  Their message is based on the Bible; their ministry is motivat-
ed by the love of God; their mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in his 
name without discrimination.  The Salvation Army holds weekly worship services, responds to emergencies 
and disasters around the world, provides transitional housing for the homeless and for children, elderly per-
sons, mothers and babies, refugees, and addicts, runs community day care centers and hospitals, visits pris-
oners and provides services to the armed forces.  

Locally the Salvation Army provides emergency food and housing assistance, school supplies and clothing, 
mentoring, Christmas assistance through Angel Trees, and worship services.  Volunteers are always welcome; 
call 229-6651 if you or your family are interested in assisting the Salvation Army and/or its Women’s Auxiliary 
beyond the church projects mentioned above.  

When you consider the range of good works that Salvation Army performs 
around the world, you are reminded of the famous words of John Wesley, fa-
ther of Methodism: “Do all the good you can.  By all the means you can.  In all 
the ways you can.  In all the places you can.  At all the times you can.  To all 
the people you can.  As long as you ever can.”  Even though John Wesley died 
74 years before William Booth began the Salvation Army, you might conclude 
that Booth and Wesley were both kindred spirits and visionaries. 

 

Your Local Outreach Team 

mailto:sawa.va@hotmail.com
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Spotlight on the  

Cookson Hills Center 
Cookson Hills Center in northeastern Oklahoma provides many forms 

of outreach to one of the poorest counties in the US. They are one of 
WUMC's longest-standing mission partners, and Rev. Meri Whitaker is the 
center's director. The center provides services for seniors and children, 

addictions counseling, cottage industries developed for the chronically underemployed, Christian education, a 
food pantry and a clothing/small goods supply.  Additionally, deliveries are sometimes provided to people 
living in remote areas, who have few resources and no means of transportation. The following is a story by 
Rev. Whitaker about one December delivery day.  

“WILLIAM” 
It’s that time again.  Time to load the truck and make the journey through the hills and hollers 

of Eastern Oklahoma to deliver Christmas to the shut-ins and those who are so poor that they don’t 
even have a means of transportation to come to the Center and be a part of the Christmas store.   

Today’s deliveries go to Marble City, a tiny little forgotten town way out in the country.  We 
make the first stop…a single elderly man.  He comes out on the porch, bundled in a coat and a 
blanket.  He is too thin and shivers with the cold, but when he sees us his face lights up in a smile.  
He has no teeth but his eyes say all we need to hear.  “Welcome and thanks.”  He speaks in broken 
English when we ask him if he needs firewood and we take a box with groceries for a Christmas 
dinner and a gift picked just for him, into the house.  It is dark, there is only one light on and no 
Christmas tree.  A single Christmas picture, colored by a grandchild is all of the seasonal decoration 
that can be found.  When we are finished placing his things in the house, we hug him and wish him 
a Merry Christmas and climb back into the truck. 

The next stop is an elderly woman who sits in the house when we arrive.  She is cold and has a 
chair very close to the woodstove.  She also speaks very limited English but she knows why we are 
there.  She points to the kitchen and we place her groceries in there.  We throw out a rick of wood 
for her and head on down the road. 

Turn left at the blinking light, go about four miles and take a right onto the dirt road.  Just go 
until you can’t go any further.  It is about five miles on the dirt road, it gets narrower and narrower 
until we think we are driving in someone’s pasture.  Go over the cattle guard and look to your right, 
there it is, a small log house that has stood in that exact place for one hundred years.  I honk and 
William comes out on the porch.  He grins and waves.  He, too, knows why we are there.  I ask him 
if he wants some firewood and he pulls out a worn wallet.  He signals that he wants to know what 
the cost is.  I shake my head and wave him off.  We begin unloading firewood and then I get the 
turkey and other groceries out of the truck.  We follow him into a very humble home.  It is clean 
and neat but so tattered and worn.  His couch has a blanket on it to cover the springs.  The wood-
stove has a warm fire but the log walls have gaps in them where the wind blows through.  He has 
covered them up with newspaper and cereal boxes but there is still a draft.  We step into a kitchen 
with a sink, a refrigerator and a wood cook stove.  I place the food on the table and the gift on the 
couch and we return to the truck.  William follows us out grinning and patting me on the back.  He 
won’t see another soul until the first of the month when he catches a ride to town to buy groceries. 

 Sometimes the injustices of this world grab at me and cause me great pain but I have learned 
that people are not what they have.  These humble people are a joy to be around.  They appreciate 
what they have in life, they smile and laugh and are kind to each other.  What a gift they give to 
me each Christmas. 

Your Global Outreach Team 
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If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Stop Hunger Now  
Stop Hunger Now food packaging in the Fellow-

ship Hall on Saturday, November 8 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m.  If you haven’t signed up to help, call 
Lianne at the church office (229-1771).  This event 
is made possible in part by funding provided by the 
WUMC Endowment. 

Dear Church Family, 

I sincerely thank you for the many thoughtful cards, e-mail and Facebook messages and 
hugs in the recent passing of my father, Lee Loomis.  Carl and I have been greatly comforted 
by your kind words and especially by your prayers.    

With love and gratitude, 

Cindy Freeman 

Dear Church Family, 

My family and I sincerely thank you for the many thoughtful expressions of love and sup-
port that have come through cards, e-mail, phone calls, flowers, gifts, and the generous love 
offering, and most of all your prayers, in the wake of the tragic loss of my mother, nephew 
and our family home in Berryville that was destroyed by fire on September 20th. We have felt 
the genuine comforting love of God through each of you. Words cannot express how much it 
means to us that our church family has stood by us through this ordeal in so many loving 
ways.  

– Bill and Linda Jones 

Dear Church Family, 

We wish to express our thanks and appreciation for the visits and cards during Jerry’s re-
cent hospitalization in MCV.  Your prayers and concerns were so meaningful during this 
stressful time. 

– Joy & Jerry Galloway 

Dear Church Family . . . Thank You 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
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Stephen Ministry 
WHAT'S YOUR STORY?  The popular hymn "I Love to tell the Story" reminds us that we all have stories 

of Jesus that we treasure.  One way to share the love of Jesus is through Stephen Ministry.  A Stephen Minis-
ter provides high-quality Christian care to an individual experiencing a crisis or a challenge such as illness, 
grief, divorce, or any other difficult life experience.  The Stephen Minister lends a caring ear to listen to an-
other's troubles, fears, and walks with them through difficult times.  All the caring is done in a non-

judgmental and totally confidential way. 

Do you feel that you have a gift for attentive listening and a real desire to sup-
port those in need.  If so, Stephen Ministry may be right for you.  A new 50-hour 
training course will begin January 6 to provide you with the skills you need to provide 
distinctively Christian care-giving.  Please call Carol Schuster (208-0094) to discuss 
whether this training is right for you.  Also let her know of anyone you think could be 
a compassionate Stephen Minister. 

Community Café Williamsburg 
 

Are you 60 or better?  Get ready for fun, information, and some light hearted enter-
tainment!  The Faith Community and the Senior Services Coalition are sponsoring an 
afternoon out.  Bring your friends in the Williamsburg Community, or make new ones.   
Join us for a short panel discussion, question and answer period, snacks, entertainment 
and prizes. 

Who: Free and open to Williamsburg community residents 60 or better.  Care-
givers are welcome.         

 What: November –Plan the Future You Choose 

 What is an Advanced Health Care Directive 

 Choosing a Health Power of Attorney 

 What info is important to consider when planning for your health care 

in the event of an emergency 

 We spend half our lives collecting things, and the other half trying to 

get rid of them 

 How to decide what is valuable in your life and brings you joy, and 

what you would like to change 

 When: 1st Thursdays, November 6 from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.                                                                            

 Where: St. Martin’s Episcopal Church (Miles Hall) 
1333 Jamestown Road 
(757) 229-1111 ext 107 

Entertainment: Join us for Bingo! 
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and  
prayers go out to the 
families of those who 

have passed away  
during the month 

of October: 

Bob Corrie 

Kay Platzoeder 

Jim Thomassen 

given in memory of Theodore Delano Putnam 
from 

given in memory of Margie C. Cloaninger from 

Memorial Giving  

 Ann Edwards Subdivision Friends 

 Dr. James Burden 

 The Green Committee 

 Mr. & Mrs. J. Brown Smith, Jr 

An anonymous donation has been given to Respite 
Care in honor of Terri Morgan & Holley Walling. 

Honorarium Giving  

given in memory of Captain Jack Stillman from 

 Mrs. Carolyn Alliss 

given in memory of Betty Mitchell Swiggett from 

 Rev. & Mrs. John Wimer 

Memorial Garden 
Williamsburg United Methodist Church’s Memori-

al Garden provides a permanent resting place for 
the cremated remains of members of the church 
and their immediate family members. Located on 
the southwest side of the church (toward the Wes-
ley Foundation, away from Co-
lonial Williamsburg), the Me-
morial Garden offers single and 
companion wall niches as well 
as in-ground placement op-
tions.  

For more information about 
the Memorial Garden, contact 
Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland 
(229-1771 x357). 

GriefShare 
 

 Help for those dealing with 
grief during the holidays 

 

 Surviving the Holidays 
 

No matter how long it’s 
been since your loved one 
died, grief can make the 
holidays a painful time. But, 
there’s hope. Join us for an 
encouraging seminar that 
will help you survive the 
holidays and discover new 
reasons to enjoy them 
again.  
 

Join area churches on Sunday, November 16  
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Williamsburg Community Chapel   
Woodward Hall (West 2 Door) 

 

Questions?  Contact Pastor Kay Barre 

kbarre@williamsburgumc.org 

or 

Charlotte Moyler, Site Organizer 

(903-1641) or charlottemoyler@cox.net 

mailto:kbarre@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:charlottemoyler@cox.net
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The church library’s blessing list grows with the addition of two new volumes  in the Old 
Testament for Everyone series.  Our thanks to Jan and Charley Skillman who, as other volumes 

become available, are completing this popular series originally begun with a gift from Holley Walling.  The 
entire collection is being given in memory of Marvin Willard, friend and mentor to everyone who knew him, 
lover of books and faithful supporter and patron of the church library.  You’ll find these latest volumes, 
Psalms, Parts 1 and 2, with others in the collection in the Resource Room. 

Still more blessings abound with the addition of four wonderful books to our children’s collection.  Many 
thanks to Mary Logan for her gifts of Grandpa Green, Otis and the Scarecrow, My Many Colored Day 
and Puffling Patrol, a UMW Reading Program book.  These beautiful books, now on display in our children’s 
room, were given by Mary in memory of her father, Almer Atwood, who loved and delighted in children.  Also 
featured for the children this month are books about Thanksgiving.  Discover what’s in The Memory Cup-
board, enjoy going back in time with N.C. Wyeth’s Pilgrims, and learn in a Thanksgiving alphabet T is for 
Turkey. 

 

“God be thanked for books!  They are the voices of the distant and the dead,  
and make us heirs of the spiritual life of past ages.”   

--W.E. Channing 

Library News 


